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Swenson Center News
PUBLICATION OF THE SWENSON SWEDISH IMMIGRATION RESEARCH CENTER

NUMBER 4, 1989

From the Director
By Dag Blanck

There is a great interest in the
history of Swedish immigration to
America among large numbers of
people. During the past year, the
Swenson Center has taken part in
a number of events as a part of
our mission to inform the interested public.
In mid-May, the annual conference of the National Genealogical Society took place in St.
Paul , Minnesota . For four days,
thousands of genealogists from all
over the U.S. met to listen to lectures, visit exhibits, and share
common genealogical interests
with each other.
The Swenson Center was there
too. In our booth we presented
the extens ive source materials for
Swedish-American genealogical
research availab le at the Center.
Numerous interested people
stopped by to learn about
Swedish-Am erican family history
and how to find one's Swedish
relatives . As a result of their visit
to our booth many of them got
started in the process of finding
their Swedish roots.
Another public event took
place on April 29, when the
Swenson Center sponsored the
second lecture in the 0. Fritiof
Ander lecture series in immigration history. A crowded Library
Lectur Hall on the Augustana
campus heard Dr. Robert
Ostergren , Professor of Geography at the University of Wiscon in at Madison and a member
of the Swenson Center Advisory
Committee, address the topic of
" Geographi c Perspectives on
Swedish Immigrant Settlement in
North America. "
In his presentation Ostergren
emphasized the significance of

Stephanie Lawrence, Researcher, and Kermit Westerberg, Archivist-Librarian, assist
one of th e many visitors to the Swenson Center information booth at the National
Gen ea logical Society convention in St. Paul in May.

the links that existed between
specific sending areas in Sweden
and receiving areas in the U.S. for
the coming of Swedish immigrants to America . This theme is
discussed in detail in his recently
published award-winning book,
A Community Transplanted.
In 1910 more Swedes lived in
Chicago than in any other city in
the world except Stockholm . It
was thus appropriate that the
lives and times of the Swedes in
Chicago was the topic of a major
conference in October last year,
an event which attracted over
three hundred participants for
three days. The Swenson Center
was a co-arranger of this
conference.
The conference, held on the
campus of North Park College,
attracted some twenty five scholars from Sweden and the U.S.
The presentations dealt with
Swedish immigrant life in Chicago from a broad perspectiv
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The emphasis, however, in the
majority of the talks was on the
cultural and social life of the
Swedish ethnic community in
Chicago. Topics included
Swedish-American labor organizations, Swedish musical life,
Swedish engineers, Swedish
theater, and religious life among
the Chicago Swedes.
Finally, it is with great pleasure
that I note that Augustana College has received an endowment
of $100,000 from Mr. Larry Plym
of Delray Beach, Florida. The
income from the endowment is
to be used for Swedish-American
historical studies, including the
activities and programs of the
Swenson Center.
Mr. Plym is a Board Member of
the Swedish Council of America
and has been a long-time supporter of Swedish-American historical research. His major gift will be
of great significa nce for future
work in this field.

Collectio n Update
Previous Collection Updates by
the Center's archivist, Kermit
Westerberg, have focused on
microfilmed records and papers
from a wide range of SwedishAmerican organizations and institutions. This installment gives
attention to sma ller manuscript
collections of original records or
derivative subject material from
various organizations and in stit utions in Swedish America. These
collections have been deposited
with or transferred to the Center
si nce 1981 . The illustrations used
in this Update are based on original photographs found in seve ral
of these collections.

American Bicentennial Swedish
Group, Moline, Illinois: records
and papers, 1975-1976. Scrapbook
album of clippings, correspondence, and photographs regarding the group's activities and programs during the American
Bicentennial observance.
Astrid Lodge #9 (Ladies' Vikings. Past Presidents' Noonday
Club, Omaha, Nebraska: records,
1941-1953. Minutes of luncheon
meetings of one-time presidents
of the Astrid Lodge #9 of the
Independent Order of Vikings,
founded in 1907.
Augustana Book Concern,
Rod~ Island, Illinois: paper s, ca.
1900-1950. The publishing house
of the Augustana Lutheran
Church w as active in Ro ck Island
from 1889 to 1962, when the
Augustana Synod merged with
other Lutheran bodies to form
the Lutheran Church in America .
The Book Concern wa s one of
the major Swedish-language publishing firms in America. This
composite collection consists of
file photographs of Augustana
Synod institutions (orphanages,
old peopl e's homes, hospita ls,
educational inst itutions, i mmigrant homes, women ' s homes,
mission complexes, and some
churches) and scrapbook compilations of Swedish and Englishlanguage tracts iss ued during the
early years of this century. Some
microfilmed catalogs from th e
1870s, 1890s, and early 1900s for
the predecessors of th e Book
Concern in Chicago, namely the

Laundry workers and sup ervisor in the laundry room of Immanu el Deaconess
Institute, Omaha, Nebra ska; early 1900 . (Photo from Swenson Center co llections).

Svenska Lutherska Tryckfi::ireningen and Engberg-Holmberg, are
also available as a separate collection unit.
First Scandinavian Methodist
Episcopal Church, Chicago, Illinois: records, 1872. Land deed
between church trustees and William B. Ogden (Chicago) for purchase of lots in Ogd en's addition
to the city, following the destruction of the first church structure
(at Illinoi s and Orlean s Streets) in
the fire of 1871 . This document
might be called the birth certificate of Chicago's Second Swedish
Methodist Episcopal Church,
erected in 1872 on what was then
ca lled May Street.
"409 Social Club," Washington,
D.C.: record s, 1940-1969. Minutes, membership records, clippings, and one photograph pertaining to meetings and activities
of an orga ni zation of older
members of Augu sta na Lutheran
Church (Was hington, D.C.) ,
designed to perpetuate friendships and ties fo rm ed during the
years they attended services at
409 4th Street.
Nytta och Noje, Rock Island,
Illinois: records, 1900-1984.
MinuteS', correspondence, history sketc hes, and program materials from one of the oldest, still
ex tant, Swedish social-cultural
societies in the Qu ad Cities.
Organ ized in 1900 by and for per-
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sons associated with Augustana
College, ytta och i::ije holds
programs of Swedish declamatory, song, lectures, and discussions with refreshments at the
hom es of individual members.
Minutes of each meeting are still
recorded in Swedish.
Scandinavian Temperance
Union, Moline, Illinois: records
and papers, 1914-1922. Minutes,
corresponde nce, clippings, and
some other printed matter
regarding coordi nated temperance activities by five churches in
Moline and Ro ck Island. Illinois.
Svenska litteratursallskapet,
Moline, Illinois: re cords, 19281960. Minutes, co rre spondence,
anniversa ry history, and some
financial re cord s pertaining to a
Swedish literary society established in 1928 by Swedish residents of Moline to read and discuss works by Swedish authors.
Meetings were held regularly in
private hom es, where programs
consisted of Swedish declamatory, mu sic, and refreshments.
Minutes are written exclusively in
Swedish.
Swedish American Athletic
Clubs (western Illinois): subject
collection , ca. 1920-1960. Cassette
tape intervi ews, typescript material, and photocopied newspaper
clippings relating to the history
and activities of various SwedishAmerican ath letic clubs in west-

ern Illinois (Rock Island, Moline,
Rio, and Andover). Taped interviews with athletes were made in
1984-1985 by Richard Holtman
(Rock Island) .
Swedish American Old Settlers'
Association of Knox County, Illinois (Galesburg, Illinois): records,
1890-1943. Minutes, membership
records, constitution , historian ' s
reports, correspondence, and
newspaper clippings documenting the activities of an organization for early Swedish settlers in
Knox County. Membership was
open to all persons of Swedish
parentage who had lived in the
county for thirty years.
Swedish-American Republican
League, Chicago, Illinois: papers,
1912. Manuscript of signed greeting by Swedish King Gustav V,
addressed to " Swedish Americans
of Chicago" and dated january 4,
1912. This greeting was read
aloud at a banquet held on that
date to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the battle between the
Monitor and Merrimac during
the Civil War. The League itself
was established in December,
1894, to represent SwedishAmerican voters of Illinois on a
county basis.
Swedish Colonization Company, Rock Island, Illinois:
records, 1884-1888. Minutes of
annual stockholders' and board
of directors' meetings of a land
company organi ze d at Augustana
College in November, 1883, and
at a similar meeting held in Chicago in February, 1888. This company was chartered under the
laws of the state of Iowa for the
purpose of purchasing tracts of
land for sale to Swedish immigrants in Iowa, Kansa s, Minnesota, Colorado, and California .
Swedish Pioneer Centennial
Association, Tri-City Local Committee, Moline, Illinois: records
and papers, 1946-1959. Minutes of
the local committee, the Association , and its executive board;
financial records ; corresponden ce; clippings ; programs; itineraries; banquet arrangements;
and printed matter. The Association and its various local chapters
were organized to prepare for

Select members of the American Union of Swedish Singers, on a tour of Sweden in
1897, po ed for this group picture at Tradgard foreningen , Goteborg. (Photo from
Swenson Center co llection ).

Executives and employees of Augu tana Book Concern, Rock Island, Illinois,
ga th er ed out id e th e building for a group photograph, ovember 27, 1926. (Photo
from Swenson Center co llections).

and carry out programs in observance of the Swedish pioneer
cente nnial in the United States
(1848-1948).
Swedish Olive Lodge #583,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Moline, Illinois: Over thirty
cartons co ntain minutes, membership data, financial records,
correspondence, and photograp hs relating to the history of
the lodg e and six merger lod ges
during the period 1872-1987.
Th ese records and papers are
the largest and most re ce nt add itions to the Ce nter's holdings
of original source material
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from Swedish-American organizations .
The Center' s Assistant
Researcher, Christina Johansson,
has recently developed a computerized database of descriptive
entries for all microfilmed
records of Swedish-American
churches and secu lar organizations; microfilmed col lections of
personal papers; microfilmed
periodicals; and microfilmed su bject coll ections. Future databases
will be constructed for photographic materials and nonmicrofilmed manuscript
collections.

The Making of an Immigrant City: MolinE
One of the research projects at
the Swenson Cent er deals with
the et hnic history of Moline, Illinois. Moline was in many ways
shaped by its immigrants, the
Swedes, Belgians, Germans,
Greeks, Mexicans, and other
groups. This article presents some
of the preliminary results from
this ongoing study.

By Dag Blanck
Moline is a medium-sized
industrial city in western Illinois,
located on the banks of the Mississippi River on the border
between Illinois and Iowa. The
city is a part of the larger urban
area called the Quad Cities, consist ing of Moline and Rock Island
in Illinoi s and Davenport and Bettendorf in Iowa.
Like so many other cities in the
American Midwest, large
numbers of immigrants helped
settle and build Moline, begin ning around 1850. Prospects of
employment and a good life
attracted, among others, Swedes,
Germans, Belgians, Greeks, and
Mexicans to the city.
Moline was legally incorporated as a city in 1872, although
there was conti nuous settlement
from 1842. From the very beginning Moline was shaped by
industrial development. The plow
and farm implement industry
which played an important role in
the city's history came to the area
in the late 1840s. In 1847, John
Deer decided to locate his plow
factory in Moline; in 1854 the
Moline Wagon Company was
established; and 1864 saw the
organization of the Moline Plow
Company.
Industrial growth co ntinued
with even greater force after the
Civil War, and during the 1870s
Moline prospered, in part
because of its foundries, machine
shops, and boiler works. At least
seven industries were founded
during this decade, including the
Union Malleable Iron Company
in 1872 and the Moline Pump
Company in 1873. In 1876, a history of Rock Island County
proudly announced that in the
thirty-year period of industrial

Worker from one of th e man y ethnic businesses in Moline. Swedish-born Charle
Ander o n (fir 1 row, in uit ) with hi emplo yees out ide th e family bakery along
16th Avenue. (Phot o court e y of M el vin A nderson).

growth in Moline, some $3 million had been invested in the various Moline manufacturing establishments. Towards the end of the
century, the city had earned the
nickname " the plow capital of
the world. "
The population of the city also
grew rapidly, increasing sixfold
from 4,000 to 25,000 between 1870
and 1910. Of the people who
moved to Moline, a large number
were immigrants: in 1910, almost
three fourths of Moline's inhabitants were either foreign-born or
had at least one parent born outside the U.S. This percentage of
native to foreign-born inhabitants
placed Moline at the same level
as Minneapolis.
Who were the immigrants in
Moline? Several immigrant
groups lived in the city, although
the largest group by far was the
Swedes. Both in 1870 and in 1910
Swedes made up half of the city's
immi grant population. Another
large group was the Germans,
who in 1870 represented about a
quarter of the Moline immigrants. By 1910, the number of
Germans had declined , and their
place had largely been taken by a
new group, the Belgians. In that
year twenty percent of the immigrants in Moline came from
Belgium.
What was life like for these
immigrants in Moline? For the
majority, the most pressing issue
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Parade w er e important d emon trat ion o f eth m
parade down M o lin e' 15th Street, ca. 191 0. (I
Belgian Culture of We tern 11/inoi ).

once they had s ttled in Moline
was, of course, to find a job .
Many immigrant found.
employment in one of the many
manufacturing industries in
Moline . In 1910, about forty percent of the Swedes and a third of
the Germans had jobs as laborers,
and about two thirds of the more
recently arrived Belgian s were
classified as emi-skilled or
unskilled laborers.
Among the places of employment in Moline, the John Deere

Illinois
Company factories were very
important, particularly for the
Swedes . In 1912, a company survey noted that the Swedes had
been the dominant gro up for a
long time and that more than a
third of the work force was of
Swedish origin. The second largest ethn ic group in 1912 was the
Belgian s. Deere company officials also comme nted that the
immigrants played a significant
role for the company. In an
assess m e nt of the different immig rants groups working at Deere,
the superintend ent of the plow
department stated that " [tjhe
Swede possesses many very desirable characteristics .. . [and the Belgians] are found desirous of

newspapers in their own language : in Moline two Swedishlanguage newspapers were published (Mo line Tribun and ya
Pres en), as well as one in Flemish
(Gazette van Moline) that catered
to the Belgian population .
But life was not only work. The
immigrants in Moline, like immigrants in other cities in America,
quickly created man y organizations and institutions which
helped them m ake sense of their
new life in a new world . Much of
ethnic life in Moline centered
around th ese immigrant organizations. Typically, the first institution s immi grants founded w ere
churches. By the turn of the century, all the Swedish-American
denominations-Lutheran , Covenant, Methodist, Evangelical
Free, and Bapti st-had established congregations in Moline .
Germans co uld go to church in
neighboring Rock Island, where
there were German Pr esbyterian ,
Lutheran, and Catholic churches.
Other organizations also
helped shape ethnic life in
Moline. A number of mutua l aid
societies and purely social groups
and clubs soon sprang up.
Among the Swedes, there were
local lod ges of the lnd pendent
Ord er of Vikings , the Ind ependent Ord er of Svithiod , as well as

two International Order of Good
Templars lodges. The Germans
had an Arbeiters Kranken Unterst uetzung's Verein and two
Turner societies; within the Belgian community, the Belgian club
was one focal point.
These organizations, whether
religious or secular, provided
members of the various immigrant communities with a home
away from home. In the groups
there was an opportunity to
speak one 's native language, to
participate in religiou s services
which were rooted in the old
count ry, or maybe just to meet
fellow countrymen.
Gradually, the immigrants left
their eth ni c communities and
made inroads in the surrounding
Anglo-American society. One
example is immigrant participation in local politics. It was not
until the lat e nin eteenth century
that members of the immigrant
communities managed to capture
City Hall in Moline. The first
foreign-bor n mayor of Moline
was Martin Schillinger, a German
who was elected in 1885. He only
served for a two year period ,
however.
With t he e lect ion of Gustav
Swen son as mayor in 1895, a long
period of Swedish dominance of
Turn to page 7

>ride. Pictured h er e i a Belgian
llO cou rt esy of the Cent r for

m ak ing good mon ey and wili1ng
to return its equiva l nt in amou n t
of work performed. "
A number of ethni c bu sinesses
run by m embers of the et hnic
communiti es also provid ed chances for employment. Here the
different needs of growing immi grant communities ca n be
detected , and German or Swedish
butcher shops, grocery sto res,
and sa loons were common sights
in Moline at th e turn of the century. The immigrants also started

A group of worker , mo t ly Swe di h, from the black mit h hop of Deere & Co., one
of Molin ' most important em ploye rs, a embled for a group portrait in 1872.
(Phot o court e y of Deere & Co. Archive ).
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Center News
New Books About
Swedish Immigration
In conjunction with the New
Sweden Year 1988, a number of
book s about Swedish immigration
to the U.S. have been published.
Many of them have, of course,
dealt with the New Sweden colony, but the general history of
Swedish immigration to the U.S.
has also been covered. In this
article w e will present several
books in English that might be of
int erest to readers of the Swenson Center News.
Three books about the New
Sweden colony offer general
overviews of the colony's history.
They all provide well-rounded
accounts of the colony, covering
such topics as the voyage across
th e Atlantic, the founding of the
colony and its various institutions,
relationships with the Indians,
and the last years of the colony.
Some of the more pro ninent and
colorful colonists, such as the
Governor Johan Printz (named
" Big Belly" by the Indians) , play
an important role in these books.
The two first are written by
Swedes : The People of New
Sweden : Our Colony on the Delaware River, by Alf Aberg and
New Sweden: The Dream of an
Empire by Algot Mattsson. The
third book, New Sweden on the
Delaware 1638-1655, is written by
the American historian C.A . Weslager. All three books read easily
and are written in an accessible
style, making them particularly
useful for the general public.
One of the major publications
to appear during the New
Sweden year is a bilingual edition
of the journal of the last Governor of New Sweden, johan Risingh , The Rise and Falf of New
Swed en. Risingh arrived in the
colony only one year befor e the
surrender to the Dutch, and the
book includes a lively and interesting account of colony life, as
well as the war with the Dutch.
There are also two introductory
essays by the editors, which place
the colony in larger contexts,
European as well as American.

The book also includes excellent
illustrations .
Other books focus on more
specific aspects of the New
Sweden experience. The book
Visions of Greatness: New
Sweden in th e New World 16381655, is a collection of essays on
various aspe cts of the colony's
history, with both Swedish and
American scholars among the
authors. The religious life in New
Sweden is discussed in Conrad
Bergendoff's study The Church of
Sweden on the Delaware 16381831, originally published in 1937,
but now revised and updated.
This subject is also explored in a
special issue of Lutheran Quarterly published under the title
The Church in New Sweden.
Three books about the larger
subject of Swedish immigration
have also appeared during the
last year. Transatlantic Connections: Nordic Migration to the
New World after 1800 is a comprehensive overview and synthesis of much of the research done
on Scandinavian immigration to
North America in the past
decades . The book is written by
two of the leading Swedish scholars in the field, Uppsala historians Hans Norman and Harald
Runblom.
Other recent books include a
useful overview of Swedes in
North American life. They are
Swedes in North America 16381988 by Sten Carlsson , dean of
Swedish emigration studies and
professor emeritus at Uppsala,
and the award-winning study of a
specific migration from Dalarna
in central Sweden to Minnesota,
A Community Transplanted, by
the geographer Robert Ostergren
of the University of Wisconsin.
Books mentioned in thi s article. Alf
Aberg, The People of New Sweden:
Our Colon y on th e D ela ware River
(Stockholm: Natur och Kultur,
1988) ; Algot Mattson, N ew Sweden:
The Dream of an Empire (Gothenburg: Tre Boeker, 1987); C.A . Weslager, New Sweden on th e Delaware 1638-1655 (Wilmington, Del:
The Middle Atlanti c Press, 19BB);
Stellan Dahlgren and Hans Norman,
eds., The Rise and Fall of New
Sweden: Governur ] o han Risingh's
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Journal1654-1655 in Its Historical
Context (Uppsala , 19B8) !Distributed in th e U.S. by the Swedi shAm erican Historical Society, 5125 N.
Spaulding Ave., Chicago, IL.,
60625]; Rune Ruhnbro, ed., Visi ons
of Gr eatness: New Sweden in the
New World 1638-1655 (Hoganas.
Sweden : Wiken, 19B8); Oliver K.
Olson , ed. , The Church in New
Sweden (Milwaukee, 198B); Conrad
Berge ndoff, The Church of Sweden
on the Delaware 1638-1831 (R oc k
Island, Ill. , 1988) ; Hans Norman and
Harald Runblom , Tran satlantic
Co nnections : Nordic Mi gration ro
th e New World after 1800 (Oslo,
1988); Sten Carlsson, Swedes in
North America 1638-1988: Te chnical, Cultural and Political Achievement s (Stockholm, 1988); Robert
Ostergren, A Community Transplanted: The Transatlantic Experi ence of a Swedish Immig rant Settlement in the Upper Middle Wesl,
1835-1915 (Madison, 1988) .

Ethnic Mosaic Book to
be Published
In 1987, the Swenson Center
arranged the conference "The
Ethnic Mosaic of the Quad Cities." One part of the conference
was an assessment and commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary
of Marcus Lee Hansen's famous
address, "The Problem of the
Third Generation Immigrant,"
delivered at Augustana College in
1937.
The papers that were presented
in this session will soon be published . Among the contributors
are a number of the leading scholars in immigration studies,
including Professors Nathan
Glazer of Harvard University and
john Higham of Johns Hopkins
University.
The book will be called American Immigrants and Their Generations , and will be brought out by
the University of Illinois Press.

Swenson Center
Associates
Since last summer, it has been
possible to become a Swenson
Center Associate. If you wish to
help us continue our work to
document, preserve, and interpret the history of Swedish immi-

gration to America, one way is to
become a Swenson Center
Associate.
A Swenson Center Associate is
also able to conduct research at
the Swenson Center at a reduced
rate. Our normal fee is $15 per
hour, but as an Associate you pay
only $10.
A great number of people have
taken the opportunity to become
Swemon Center Associates,
something we are very grateful
for. To give those of you who
have not yet become Associates
an opportunity to do so, we
include a card in this Newsletter
which you can fill out and return
to us. Thank you for supporting
the Center in this way.

Swenson Center Visited
by Swedish National
Archives
During the past year, the Swenson Center has been visited by
representatives of SVAR (Svensk
Arkivinformation), a unit of the
National Archives of Sweden .
SVAR is in the process of converting the entire corpus of Swedish
church records, dating back to
approximately 1700, onto microfiche.
SVAR is located in Ramsele in
northern Sweden where genealogical research facilities have
been established in the city's old
court house. It is also possible to
do research through the mail
using the SVAR resources.
The Swenson Center has
further information about SV AR,
including request forms for
genealogical searches. We are
also working closely with SVAR to
make their records available in
this country.

Co-operation with
the Emigrant Register
As one part of the continuing
relationship between the Swenson Center and the Emigrant Reg·
ister in Karlstad, Sweden , the
Swenson Center's researcher Stephanie lawrence spent June and
July at the Emigrant Register. Stephanie worked in the family
research department at the Emi-

grant Register, helping visitors do
research in both Swedish and
Swedish-American sources.

Just in Time for
Christmas: New
Augustana Choir Tape
Rave reviews followed the
Augustana Choir of 1985-86 when
they sang their way through the
churches and cathedrals of Scandinavia. The critically acclaimed
choir tour culminated in a concert for King Carl Gustav XVI and
Queen Silvia and 150 invited
guests in the White Sea Room,
Royal Palace in Stockhholm. The
College' s 70-voice ensemble is
directed by Donald Morrison.
Music lovers can enjoy the best
of those memorable performances now in a newly-produced
cassette tape that combines selections recorded at various tour locations. Each was chosen for the
tape because it represented the
best single performance of each
program selection. The Augustana Choir 1985 Tour of Scandinavia is a double-length, Dolby B
tape expertly recorded and engineered by Michael Morrison and
contains the entire concert program. It can be ordered from the
Office of Cultural Events at
Augustana College. Cost is $15
and proceeds will be used toward
the Choir' s 1990 Scandinavian tour.

Moline: Immigrant City
Continued from page 5

Moline politics began. Swenson
served as mayor until1899, and
between 1905 and 1919 two other
Swedes served as mayors of
Moline, Andrew Olson and Martin Carlson. In 1923, C.W. Sandstrom was elected, and he
remained Moline mayor
throughout the 1920s. The Moline
Swedes thus came to exercise a
considerable political power during the first decades of this century. They were clearly able to
use their ethnic group 's size to
their advantage.
Moline is thus a city which like
so many others in the Midwest
has been shaped by immigration
and immigrants. People came to
Moline from different countries
in search of a better life. Many
may have found it-jobs were
certainly plentiful in the city. The
immigrant groups built communities and neighborhoods in which
they could live, work, and preserve a sense of identity. But they
also lived in and interacted with
the surrounding American
society. In this way, immigrants
and their children often lived in
dual worlds-one family and
community centered where the
ethnic heritage was central , the
other outwardly oriented, focused
on work, schooling, and politics .

Explore your Swedish heritage.
Subscribe to

Swedish America~

Genealogist~~

~~~-----

A quart,lyjournal 1/et·oted to
· if~lf\l\~'
Swedish American biography, grnea/ogJ' a11d per.wna/1 history
Send lor a free sample copy by enclosmg $2 for postage and handlmg to

Swedish Amencan Genealog,st

P 0 Box 2186
Winter Park. Flonda 32790
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Support for the Swenson Center
We would like to express heartfelt thanks to those donors who
have made significant contributions to the preservation of the
history of Swedish immigrants in
America.
While the Swenson endowment provides a large part of the
financial support for the Swenson
Center, it does not cover all costs .
Gifts from friends are extremely
important to the Center as it
works to preserve and interpret
the records of Swedish immigration to North America. We welcome gifts of any size.
For an annual contribution of
$25, you can become a Swenson
Center Associate , which in addition to helping us in our future
work entitles you to a reduced
research rate and all our mailings .
(Please see the inserted card.) We
greatly appreciate the financial
support of all who value the
Swedish heritage in America and
the work being done by the
Center.

Materials
If you have materials that you
think could be of interest to the
Center, we encourage you to
contact our archivist Kermit Westerberg to discuss ways you can
share these materials with us . We
are especially interested in the
following items:
• Personal papers of Swedish
immigrants and their families:
letters, diaries, certificates,

photographs, family histories,
and genealogies
• Organizational papers from
Swedish-American fraternal
and labor associations, societies, and clubs
• Minutes, correspondence, and
other records from business
firms started by Swedish
immigrants
• All types of printed and
unpublished material related
to Swedish immigration and
Swedes in Am erica.

GIFTS
The following major gifts
received since july 1, 1988 are
acknowledged with gratitude:

$1,000 and over
Drs. Richard and Paula Arnell
Larry Plym
Dr. and Mrs. Birger Swenson

$100-$999
Mildred E. Nelson
Dr. Milford Nelson
Marie A. Peterson
Rock Island Kiwanis Club
Drott Lodge 168,
Vasa Order of America
A gift to strengthen the Center's endowment fund is an excellent way to perpetuate your concern for preserving the Swedish
heritage in America. A number of
memorial and naming opportunities are available. Please contact
Glen Brolander, Augustana College, chairman of th e Center 's
advisory committee, for details.

How to Reach
the Center
The Swenson Center is
located on the third floor of
De nkmann Memorial
Library on the campus of
Augustana College in Rock
Island , Illinois.
Office hours are 8:30a.m .
to noon and 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday,
except for holidays. Hours
may be restricted during
college vacation periods.
If you plan to visit the
Center, we encourage you
to make an appointment by
calling or writing in
advance.
Staff members of the Center are Dag Blanck, director ;
Kermit Westerberg, archivist;
librarian; Stephanie Lawrence, researcher; and
Christina Johansson, assistant researcher. Direct all
correspondence to:
Box 175
Augustana College
Rock Island, IL 61201-2296
(309) 794-7204
The Swenson Center
News is published by the
Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center. (ISSN
# 0895-7126)

~I

&

Non- Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 23
Rock Island, Illinois

JJll

Augmana
COLLEGE
639 Th irty-Pighth StrPet
Rod; ls h1nd , Jllinois 6120 1-2200

Swenson Swedish Immigration
Research Center
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

8

